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Briles and Patterson have each enjoyed 

huge amounts of success, but got there 
through different means. Patterson is known 
as a defensive mastermind and is one of the 
only coaches in history to win the national 
Coach of the Year award more than once. 
Briles, oppositely, is an offensive tactician and 
has engineered one of the greatest program 
turnarounds in recent memory. Both Baylor 
and TCU were low level football programs 
when Briles and Patterson arrived. Baylor was 
considered one of the worst football programs 
in the country, regularly winning only one or 
two games per season. TCU had just been left 
out of the Big 12 and were now members of 
the Western Athletic Conference, which isn’t 
even a football conference anymore. Now, 
both are considered two of the top coaches in 
America and have brought back respect to 
these once forgotten programs. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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RECOGNIZING PROFESSOR PERRY 
WALLACE FOR OVERCOMING AD-
VERSITY IN SPORTS DURING 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS ERA 
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Wednesday, January 21, 2015 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Professor Perry Wallace, a Vander-
bilt University graduate who integrated basket-
ball for the Southeastern Conference (SEC) 
and current professor at American University, 
for overcoming the racism and violence he ex-
perienced as an African-American collegiate 
athlete during the Civil Rights era. While Wal-
lace never viewed himself as a pioneer or a 
change agent for civil rights, he nonetheless 
helped break the color-barrier in the SEC as 
the first African-American basketball player in 
the Conference. 

Like many African-American college athletes 
at the time, Wallace faced tremendous chal-
lenges, both physical and emotional, that high-
lighted the ugly reality of race relations in 
America. One significant memory Wallace has 
when his health and life were threatened was 
during a 1968 game between Vanderbilt and 
the University of Mississippi that was played in 
Oxford. During this game, Wallace—who was 
the only African-American player on the 
team—was subjected to racial epithets, taunt-
ing, threats of lynching, and physical violence 
when he received a swollen eye due to a 
thrown elbow just before halftime. Perry even-
tually returned to the game after tending to his 
injury, but he was mindful of the fact that after 
halftime, no members of his team stayed be-
hind to accompany him back to the court. He 
went on to help his team win 90–72. 

Unfortunately, the incident at Oxford was 
not the only time when he had to endure rac-
ism at an away game. Wallace and his team-
mates have recounted a noose being dangled 
near the Vanderbilt bench at a game in Knox-
ville and items being thrown at him, including 
Cokes, coins, ice and even a dagger. Perhaps 
adding insult to injury, many of the venues 
were very small and the sounds of racism 
could be easily picked up and broadcast over 
the radio for all to hear, including his mother 
who listened to the game against Ole Miss 
from her hospital bed. Despite the intolerance 

he experienced, Wallace remained steadfast 
in his resolve to not succumb to those who 
wished to see him fail. He was fortunate, in 
this manner, to have such mental strength to 
survive. Others, including Henry Harris, who 
also played in the SEC, and Nat Northington, 
one of the first two African-Americans to play 
football at the University of Kentucky, found 
the pressures all too great. 

In a stand against the injustices of the Jim 
Crow laws that made segregation legal and 
gave protection for acts of violence and death 
toward African-Americans, in his last game 
played in Nashville against Mississippi State, 
Wallace ended his college basketball career 
with a slam dunk—a play that was deemed il-
legal at the time. The illegal play was allowed 
to stand and he finished the game scoring 28 
points and 27 rebounds. He dedicated the 
game to his mother who passed away a year 
earlier. 

Perry Wallace graduated from Vanderbilt 
and was drafted by the Philadelphia 76ers in 
1970. He earned his Juris Doctorate from Co-
lumbia University in 1975 and moved to 
Washington, DC where he worked in the Ex-
ecutive Office of then-mayor Walter E. Wash-
ington before becoming an adjunct professor 
of law at George Washington University. Pro-
fessor Wallace then served as a trial attorney 
at the U.S. Department of Justice and later re-
joined academia as an associate professor of 
law at the University of Baltimore School of 
Law. 

Today, Perry Wallace is a professor at 
American University Washington College of 
Law where he specializes in environmental, 
corporate and international economic law, 
business and environmental studies, and is 
the Director of the JD/MBA Joint Degree Pro-
gram. Perry has received numerous awards 
for his accomplishments in academia and his 
list of publications and writings is extensive. In 
2003, he was inducted into the Tennessee 
Sports Hall of Fame and in 2004, his Vander-
bilt jersey, number 25, was retired. In 2014, 
Andrew Maraniss, a Vanderbilt alum and 
former associate director of media relations at 
the school’s athletic department, published 
Wallace’s biography entitled ‘‘Strong Inside: 
Perry Wallace and the Collision of Race and 
Sports in the South.’’ 

Vanderbilt University has a program called 
VUcept where freshmen students are paired 
with upperclassmen to make their transition to 
the school easier. As a freshman there, I was 
fortunate to have Wallace as my VUceptor. I 
ask all of my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Perry Wallace for his tenacity in the 
face of adversity and for his many professional 
accomplishments and contributions to aca-
demia. 
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HONORING COLONEL DAVID 
ARTHUR LERPS, USMC (RET) 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 21, 2015 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Colonel David Arthur Lerps, USMC 
(RET), who died on October 21, 2014 after a 
long and valiant struggle with Parkinson’s dis-
ease, and his career of service to our nation. 

Born in Chicago, Illinois on June 28, 1931, 
he spent his early years in Eastchester, New 

York and was an honors graduate of Duke 
University where he was Commandant of the 
Naval Battalion and participated in every sport, 
winning distinction as quarterback of the 1954 
Blue Demons Football Team. His flight training 
at NAS Pensacola prepared him for many 
years in the Marine Air Wing. During his 30- 
year military career, he served three tours in 
Japan and flew 312 missions in Vietnam in 
1968, where he was awarded 23 Air Medals 
and nominated for a Distinguished Flying 
Cross for valor in an especially dangerous 
mission to the DMZ. 

He later served in strategic planning at the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff in Washington, DC; was 
both student and teacher at the Marine Corps 
Command and Staff College; and attended the 
Industrial College of the Armed Forces while 
gaining his MBA at George Washington Uni-
versity. He concluded his active duty as Chief 
of Staff, LFTC Pacific Naval Amphibious Base, 
Coronado. 

Upon retiring from active duty in 1984, he 
was appointed Chief of Staff at the Academy 
of the Pacific, a post he held for 18 years. 
After retiring from AOP, he became a student 
once again, studying Shakespeare and music 
at the University of Hawaii. 

Col. Lerps was a board member of Hawaii 
Opera Theater and member of the Hawaii 
Wagner Society. He was an ardent ocean 
canoe paddler, a board member of the Lanikai 
Canoe Club and coordinator of the Duke 
Kahanamoku Long Distance Canoe Race for 
four years. 

Even with the decline in mobility and speech 
and the loss of the ability to swallow, he never 
lost his deep love for opera, sports, for his 
family, Catholic faith and Marine Corps. As 
life-long friend John Schwarz wrote, ‘‘Dave 
never really left the Corps . . . ‘once a Marine 
always a Marine.’ He was ‘SEMPER Fl,’ a Ma-
rine to his final breath!’’ 

Dave is survived by Mary, his wife of 55 
years, his children Kathy Lerps, Karen Pitt-
man, Robert Lerps, six grandchildren: Vito and 
Dylan Higgins, Ashley Snow, Amber Lerps, 
Kylie and Kassidy Barker; and a sister Ann 
Falkenberg and brother Kurt Lerps. I learned 
of Col. Lerps’ life of service from his brother- 
in-law and my good friend Father Robert 
Oldershaw. 
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HONORING BISHOP GORDON 
ARLESTER HUMPHREY, JR. 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 21, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life of Bishop Gordon 
Arlester Humphrey, Jr. Bishop Humphrey was 
a beloved pastor, husband, father, and friend. 
With his passing on Sunday, December 14, 
we look to Bishop Humphrey’s personal leg-
acy of leadership, service, and the outstanding 
quality of his life’s work. 

Born to Gordon Humphrey, Sr. and Helen 
Humphrey, in Ohio, Bishop Humphrey was 
educated in the public schools of Chicago and 
graduated from Hirsch High School. He went 
on to attend Morehouse College in Atlanta, 
and then went on to follow in his father’s foot-
steps, entering the ministry with his wife, First 
Lady Diane and their two children, Gordon III 
and Cha’Rena. 
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